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Elementary Japanese Listening Materials

I. ORGANIZATION

The Elementary Japanese Listening Materials consist of five parts:

(A) Dialogues (D) Vocabulary Exercises
(B) Vocabulary (E) Answer Keys
(C) Listening Exercises

In the dialogues and vocabulary sections, the text of the recording is exactly what is shown in the
corresponding sections of textbook, Elementary Japanese. The exercises part consists of
listening comprehension exercises and vocabulary exercises. In the Table of contents, you will
find a link for each type of exercise for each lesson so that you can select any section in any
order.

II. HOW TO USE THE MATERIALS

A. Dialogues

We recommend that you study the Dialogues in three steps:

(1) Listen to the entire dialogue of a lesson, trying to understand the situation and the topic of
the conversation.

(2) Listen to each utterance in a lesson trying to learn pronunciation and intonation. It is highly
recommended to listen to the same speech more than one time and to imitate what you hear.

(3) Listen to the whole dialogue again making sure that you understand. When you are not sure
of what an utterance means, you can click on the button (on the upper right-hand side
marked “English”) to see an English translation of the utterance.

B. Vocabulary

This part is a recording of the vocabulary list, first in Japanese followed by in English. There are

two ways to use the Vocabulary section:

(1) Listen to the recording, following along with the vocabulary list in the textbook. In this way,
you can learn the relation between the pronunciation, the pitch accent, and the written form.
You will need to pay special attention to complex consonants, long vowels, long consonants,
and the moraic nasal consonant (A).

(2) Listen to the recording without using the text, making sure that you understand the meaning
of each Japanese word you hear. You can test how well you have learned the vocabulary in
the Exercise section.

C. Listening Exercises

By clicking the SOUND button on the upper right-hand side of the screen, you can listen to
several short dialogues and questions about them for listening comprehension practice. All the
dialogues and questions are composed using the grammatical structures and the vocabulary items
which have been introduced in the lesson or preceding lessons, so that you can understand the
material without difficulty. After studying each lesson, practice listening comprehension by
listening to each dialogue and question, and writing your answers. (You can print the answer
sheet, if you prefer.) You can check your answers against the answer keys provided on this CD.

D. Vocabulary Exercises

This part can be used to practice memorizing vocabulary, and testing your inventory of
vocabulary in each lesson. First, you will hear each word on the vocabulary list in the textbook in
English, then there is a short pause, and then you will hear the word in Japanese. Listen to the
English word, say the Japanese equivalent during the pause, then listen to the Japanese to find
out if your answer is correct. Again, you will need to pay special attention to complex
consonants, long vowels, long consonants and the moraic nasal consonant (A).
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You're Miller-san, aren’t you? I’ m I sao Akiyama. Welcome.

Oh, Akiyama-san? Nice to meet you, I'm Jimmy Miller. Thanks for taking the
trouble (to invite me).

Nice to meet you, too.

How was the plane? Was there much turbulence?

No, there wasn’t much. So | (just) read books while listening to music the whole
way here.

That's good. Well, everyone is waiting for us at home, so let's go. We'll take a
shuttle bus to Shinjuku, and then take ataxi from there.

( )

I’m home.

Welcome back.

Miller-san has arrived.

I’m Jimmy Miller. How do you do. Nice to meet you.
I’m Yuriko. Nice to meet you, too.

Please comein.

Thank you.

Oops, Miller-san! Your shoes! In Japan, people take their shoes off before they
enter (step up into) a house.

Oh, I'm sorry. | learned about Japanese customs in my Japanese class, and | heard
about them from my friends, but | was careless and forgot to take them off (to my
regret). In America, we enter a house without taking off our shoes, so .... I’'m very
sorry.

That's all right. | hope you'll learn many Japanese customs.

Yes, thank you in advance for your help.
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Listening Exercises
Lesson 15

Section Name

' vou will hear eight short dialogs. For each dialog, you will hear the question first, then the
dialog, then the question will be repeated. Finally, you will hear the answer choices. Please
choose the best answer.

W 4 A B C
W 2 A B C
W 3 A B C
W 4 A B C
W s A B C
W 6 A B C
W 7 A B C
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Excuse me, | need to wash my shirts; may | use the washing machine?

Yes, of course. Please use it any time you like. Our washing machine is easy to
use.

What are you going to do today, Miller-san?

Today, | plan to see the temple in Asakusa first, eat lunch in Odaiba, and then go
to Ginza

Gee, you know various places, don’t you.

To tell the truth, | checked things out on the Internet. The most popular place in
Tokyo among foreigners was Asakusa.

Is that so? Definitely, there are many interesting shops in Asakusa, so it's very
enjoyable.

Uh... would it be okay if | didn’t get back in time for dinner? | want to go to
Roppongi tonight with afriend who's in Japan as aforeign student.

Yes of coursg, that's fine. Roppongi at night is full of young people, so it's very
exciting.
Oh, isthat so?

By the way, what time is the curfew?

Whoa ... curfew? You know some pretty sophisticated vocabulary, don’'t you.
There's no curfew.

Oh really? Okay. I’ll be on my way then.

Bye! Take care.
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Listening Exercises
L esson 16

Section Name

' You will hear seven short dialog. For each dialog, you will hear the question first, then the
dialog, then the question will be repeated. And finally, you will hear some possible answers.
Please choose the best answers.

W 4 A B C
W 2 A B C
W 3 A B C
W 4 A B C
W s A B C
W 6 A B C
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Wow, what a beautiful garden!

Yes, this garden is beautiful all year round. Each year, when it gets a little colder,
snow falls. When it snows, the garden becomes even more beautiful.

Then, in spring cherry trees blossom. In summer, the green of the trees becomes
remarkably vivid. And when autumn comes, the leaves turn red and yellow.

Boy, that sounds really beautiful.

Miller-san, do you know about ohanami?

In Japan, when the cherry trees bloom we eat underneath them, drinking sake and
singing songs.

Wow, that must be fun. | want to try out ohanami myself.

WEell then, please come back in spring.

It's gotten kind of cold, hasn't it?

Yes, indeed. Let’s turn on the heater and warm up the room.
I’m hungry.
Me too.

Alright. It's 6 0’ clock now, so let’s go eat dinner.
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Listening Exercises
Lesson 17

Section Name

< You will hear three short dialogs. For each dialog, you will hear the question first, then
the dialog, then the question will be repeated. And finally, you will hear some possible
answers. Please choose the best answer.

Example: @ B C

W g, A B C
I::|||| 2 A B c
Jil 3, A B c

W You will hear five short dialogs. For each dialog, you will hear the question first and
then the dialog. The question will then be repeated. Look at the map below and indicate
where each building islocated by writing A through I. The speakers are now at the station.

dead end X Xth corner
X X shop bread
supermarket

(The map is on the next page.)

Example: ( E )

cgm 1.( ) cgm 2.( ) cgm 3.( ) cgm 4.( ) cgm 5, ( )
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WEell everyone, thank you very much for everything!

You're welcome. It was alot of fun, wasn't it.

Yes, it was. With your help, | was able to learn a lot about Japanese culture and
customs.

Please write us a letter when you have the time.
Yes, I'll write as often as | can.

WEe'll be waiting for it. We'll write to you, too. Please come visit again after you
graduate.

Yes, thank you.

Because of practicing my English with you, | can understand it better now.
Thanks alot.

(It's too bad) we weren’t able to play computer games that much. | wanted to play
more.

Metoo. Let'sdo it again when | come back.

Oh, Miller-san, there’s only 30 minutes left before departure. Everyone's started
getting on the plane. Please hurry.

Yes.
WEell, goodbye, everyone.

Goodbye. Take care.
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Listening Exercises
L esson 18

Section Name

' you will hear six short dialogs. For each dialog you will hear the question first, then the
dialog, then the question will be repeated. Please choose the best answer.

Example: A C

W 1 A B C
W2 A B C
W 3 A B C
W 4 A B C
W s A B C
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Please (comein).

Excuse me. Sensei, are you busy now?

Oh, Miller-san. Please (come in).

How are you? Have you been busy recently?

Yes, I’ ve got three midterm exams coming up.

Oh, | bet that’s alot of work.

It's nice that there’s no midterm exam in Japanese class.
Uh... Sensai, do you like osenbei?

Yes, | do ...

WEell, this is a present from my host family in Japan. It arrived yesterday, and
since there was so much, | brought half of it. Please haveit.

Oh, thank you. Thanks alot.

Areyou still in contact with your host family?

E
Yes, | try to write to them as often as | can. Next week I'm going to install a
Japanese email program on my computer.

Oh, that’ll be convenient.
E

Yes, If | can use Japanese over email, it'll become easier to get in touch with
my host family. It'll really be helpful.
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Listening Exercises
L esson 19

Section Name

' you will hear seven short dialogs. For each dialog, you will hear the question first, then the
dialogue, then the question will be repeated. And finally you will hear some possible answers.
P ease choose the best answer.

W 4 A B C
W 2 A B C
W 3 A B C
W 4 A B C
W s A B C
W 6 A B C
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Listening Exercises
L esson 20

Section Name

' vou will hear six short dialogs. For each dialog, you will hear the question first, then the
dialog, then the question will be repeated. And finally, you will hear some possible answers.
P ease choose the best answer.

W 4 A B C
W 2 A B C
W 3 A B C
W 4 A B C
W s A B C
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