Flash Cards
for
Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters
Lessons 1 to 20

(front side, Chinese characters, Pinyin and English)



san

three

Si

four

Vi
one two

Note: YT, with the first tone, refers to the number
and digit one. When i is followed by a syllable
using tones 1, 2, or 3, its tone will become yi, for
example yiqi (together). When y is followed by
a syllable using a neutral tone or tone 4, it needs
to be changed to yi, for example yige.
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ba

five seven eight
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4}:3«

liang

two (for pairs)

—
3
(@)

2€r0
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- -
N = V 4 N\ = AV 4
bai yuan kuai WO
hundred Chinese dollar a measure word (used I; me

for money, slices, or
block-shaped items)
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v

ghi

AV 4 — — mm N\
ni ta ta jilao
you he; him she; her be named; call
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shén

what

me

a suffix (used to form
a question word or an
indefinite pronoun)

ming

name

AN
Xing
family name;
be surnamed
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A
Li

family name; plum

wang

family name; king

hao

good

AN
Zl
character; letter
(of alphabet)

Note: Zi loses its tone in the compound mingzi
(name).
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|
wen

ask

mei

beautiful

qing

please; invite
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N

AR
INN

nin shi bu na
you yes; be not where

(honorific use)

Note: When the syllable following bl uses tone
1, 2, or 3, bu is tone 4, for example bt hdo.
When b is followed by a syllable using tone
4, it needs to be changed to b, for example b
hui.
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rén

person; people

zhong

son; a word suffix middle; center; China
to form indefinite

pronouns of location

nation; country
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3 ]

(plural suffix
for people)

de

(possessive marker)

péng

friend

ying
English;
British; brave

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 41 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 42 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 43 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 44

jia

home; family

ji

how many

you

have

you
friend

Note: yOu loses its tone in the compounds
péngyou (friend) and shiyou (roommate).
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p I

A
ge

a general
measure word

|4

AV 4
kou
mouth; a measure

word for people in
a family

>
meéi

not
(negation word

for A )

ba

father

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 49 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 50 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 51 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 52

<
— — Em s N\
ma ge jie di
mother older brother older sister younger
brother
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b7

duo

many; much

da

big; large

sul

years of age

mei

younger sister
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\ A\ 4 — V 4
fu mu qin he
father mother kin and; with

(formal) (formal)
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lao

old

ZUuo

make

ZUuo

do; make

gong

work

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 65 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 66 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 67 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 68

ne

how about;
what about

xXue

study; learn

shi

teacher; master

sheng
student; born;
live; raw

Note: shéng loses its tone in xuésheng
(student).
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2 4

\¥4 — h 4 —
ye Vi nui jin
also; too doctor; female today; now; current

(things relating
to medicine)

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 73 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 74 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 75 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 76

nian

year

tian

day; sky; heaven

ZUuo

yesterday

ming

tomorrow; bright
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E

yue ri Xing ql
month day star period
(of time)

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 81 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 82 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 83 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 84

Zzai

again

mad

an interrogative
particle
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Y Vs

AL

chang

often

ping

common; flat

m N\
Xlia
below; down;
leave; exit

AN
shang
above; up;
attend; in

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 89 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 90 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 91 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 92

R

huan

happy

shu

book

kan

look; see
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Y,

A4
ying
shadow; reflection;
image

U
da

play; hit

dian

electric look

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 97 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 98 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 99 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 100

» -""
% N s\
qiu mai dong X1
ball buy east west
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zhou

week; cycle

E

ANN
Xiang

want; think; miss

dou

both; all end

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 105 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 106 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 107 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 108

TR
fan

meal

5

shui/
shéi

who

hai/
huan

still; or/to return

eat
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wan

late

Zao

early; morning

di

land

fang
direction; side;
square; place

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 113 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 114 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 115 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 116

ke

can

hou/hou

with time; moment
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A
L
jué/jiao

feel/sleep

X
zhe

this; here

##
de

a particle
indicating manner

na

that; there

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 121 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 122 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 123 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 124

ik
hén

very

yang

how type; fashion; way
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T

AR

tai Xiao gul pian/
too small; little expensive;

m N\
bian
cheap/
convenient

nobility; your
(honorific)
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b
H %
V 4 A —
\A cuo le shuang
appropriate wrong; mistake a particle indicating pair

completion or change
of state
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Xié

shoe

ku

trousers; pants

ZI

a noun suffix; son

qun

skirt; dress

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 137 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 138 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 139 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 140

-
B
mm \ — y 4 g
jian Vi fu shao
piece; a measure clothes clothes; service few; less

word
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14

d PN

m s AN
dian neng yao ba
a little; dot can want; will a particle indicating
suggestion/
supposition

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 145 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 146 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 147 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 148

shi

try; test

chuan

wear; pass through road

Note: The dao in zhidao loses its tone.
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VE
guan

building;
establishment

N\
bin

guest

shi

city; market

chéng

city

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 153 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 154 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 155 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 156

fen

divide; minutes

Zou

walk; go

gian

ahead; in front of

wang

to; toward

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 157 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 158 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 159 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 160
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)

zhong

clock

jiu

then

ke

guest

dao

arrive

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 161 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 162 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 163 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 164

qi duli qi li
air; energy correct; across; facing rise inside
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A= ) /1l
7 T A
yl’n hang/ guo jié

Xing

line; row/travel; OK

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 169 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 170 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 171 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 172

Zzai

at; in; on

yuan

park; garden

gong

road public; metric
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'g’ - N - -

T s L UL
pang bian yuan jin
side; beside edge; side far close

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 177 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 178 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 179 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 180

‘\ 4_,. . !,
2 -

dian

store

shang

business flower; spend

(money or time)
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»
Xiao

school

kal

open; on; drive

hou

behind

guan

close; off

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 185 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 186 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 187 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 188

I,

mén Zuo you Xian
door left right right now
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,——-—‘)

J &
liang

bright

b
(7~
piao/
piao

float/beautiful

e

léng

cold

mian

surface; face; noodle

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 193 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 194 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 195 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 196

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 197 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 198 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 199 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 200
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¢

bi

compare

dan

but

yu

rain

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 201 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 202 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 203 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 204

Xia 1T

summer

chun

spring autumn
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|2

)
N

dong

winter

EY

come

shu

comfortable

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 209 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 210 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 211 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 212

A
AN
Cl
an instance;
a time

A\ 4 —
zhi/zhi
only/a measure word
for certain animals
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.

I
vi

meaning

g

7

)

wai

outside

mei

every

tong

be similar

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 217 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 218 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 219 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 220

ry IV 4 AV 4 A\ 4
ér gié suod wli
but; and moreover place midday
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%5
shi

beginning; start

B
jing

capital of a country

4§i,
ye

night

y 4
wen
written language;
culture

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 225 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 226 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 227 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 228

N\ N\ mm N\
han vu Jiu ren
Han ethnic group language long recognize; know

(especially spoken) (time ago)
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\\)

1

shuo

speak; say

é%?

hui

know how to; will

T v
shi

know; knowledge

ting

listen; listening; hear

Note: shi loses its tone in rénshi, zhishi and
changshi.

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 233 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 234 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 235 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 236

nan

difficult; hard

Xie

write; writing

rong

appearance; tolerate easy; trade
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H
> .
fu

repeat; return

i

lian

practice; train

ZUI

most

kao

test; check

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 241 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 242 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 243 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 244

AR R
ran

so; thus

Xian

first; prior

hua

study; habit language; speech
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hua

transform; make into

shi

history; annal

I\

history; experience

yong

use; employ

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 249 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 250 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 251 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 252

ke

class; course

jie

festival; holiday

gen

and; with thing; affair
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Fi
nao

brain; mind

I

jian

room; a definite
time or space

ban

half

shui

sleep

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 257 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 258 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 259 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 260

R

wang

net; internet

wo
J

du

read; study

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 261 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 262 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 263 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 264
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"

T

yun

move; luck

4

A
dong

move; stir
(the emotions)

Xiu

rest

weén

news; famous

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 265 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 266 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 267 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 268

y 4
ying
to welcome;
go towards

liao

chat

Xi/xi

information/rest

Zhang
(surname); open;
spread out

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 269 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 270 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 271 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 272
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AU
I

gift; etiquette

¥4
mao

cat

wu

object; matter

gou

dog

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 273 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 274 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 275 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 276

ZUuo

sit; by
(car/bus)

drink tea
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/B

jiu fang shi ting
alcohol; house; room room hall

alcoholic drink

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 281 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 282 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 283 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 284

. -
(= > '
) 4
Y v N
N\ — N\ = y 4

yuan yin wei yan

courtyard; because; reason for color; appearance
establishment
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Z N\

huang

yellow

bai

white; blank

Se

color

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 289 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 290 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 291 Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 292

/I JN

yue

music

m\s

IL

self

yin
sound; musical note self; from
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\ =4
, T\-.m
AN
mMan
slow
Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters 300

guo
fruit; result
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N

gongjin

kilogram

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters

jog; run

eginning Mandarin Chinese Characters

A,
jidan

chicken egg

Fl
qing

clear sky;
sunny

introduce;
introduction

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters inning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters

ti

topic; theme

m N\
xiang
toward;
direction

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters

q



s
yao

medicine; medicatio

F &

shoubido

wristwatch

Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters inning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters

yangrou

lamb

chu

exit; out

yin
cloudy;
overcast; yin

(i.e., yin and yang)

yanjing

eginning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters Beginning Mandarin Chinese Characters



I 4

RAF XK

ltiybu | zhangfu

travel husband

heng
zai

(progressive marker)
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Y s
B AT %
zixingeahe

dpike
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