Common Chinese Surnames and Radicals

In Chinese, the surname comes before the given name. When you hear a Chinese name such as Gao Zhi'an &%, it is safe to assume that
Gao 7 is the surname and Zhi‘an &% is the given name. Most Chinese surnames have only one syllable, such as LV 2=, Lin #, Wang E,
Zhang 7K, and Gao . Chinese given names may have one or two syllables, such as Zhi’an &% in Gao zhi'an & &% or Yang #; in

Li Yang Z= . Below is a list of common Chinese family names:

Main Chinese Surnames

Pinyin Chinese @ English Pinyin Chinese @ English
Chén % Chen Ma 5 Ma
Gao e Gao Sin Fi Sun
Guo 2k Guo Wang ER Wang
Hé AT He wi * Wu
Hu # Hu Xt 7S Xu
Huéng % Huang Yéang % Yang
Liao B Liao Zhao A Zhao
Li & Li Zhang 53 Zhang
Lin #® Lin Zhou J Zhou
Lid b Liu Zhii kK Zhu

Main Chinese radicals

The majority of Chinese characters are Xingshéngzi # # 5. A Xingshéngzi is composed of one semantic component and one phonetic
component. The semantic component, called bushdu 4 & (radical), refers to the meaning or category of the character while the phonetic
component reveals what the character, may sound like. For instance, the bushdu for the character fan 4% is 4 , meaning “eating?” The right

component &_is pronounced as fan, which sounds close to the character fan.

Below is a list of common Chinese radicals that you have learned in this book:

Radical Englis‘h Sample Characters Radical Englis.h Sample Characters
Meaning Meaning

4 People R, He, A, R i Hand . &

v Ice AR, R S Female 4 dE, bk, 5 B &

i Speech w. i, A R M ) Sun B Bt BE. BE

+ Earth B W i Walk 4, i, @&, #, &, %

= Mouth w. vL, B, i+ Heart B, 2

- Roof . F. % INN Heart T, &

- Grass b SN ] # Spirit A, Al

4 Step e, 47 4 Gold . . AR

P Water ZX, B * Clothes e, A%

¥ Dog . B J Foot R,




